
THE CONCEPT – Regional 
fair for ALL NYS students

• GSSSF* offers workshop 
about “orphaned counties”

• Partnership promotes 
creation of a new ISEF-
affiliated regional fair 
serving NNY, WNY and 
Southern Tier

• Wood attends 2004 and 
2005 ISEF for guidance, 
ideas, and networking

2006 Cycle - SUNY ESF

• SUNY ESF* Outreach and 
GSSSF sponsor ESF SEF to 
test the waters

• ISEF* affiliation begins – we 
have 3 yrs to reach 5 
schools or 50 Sr Level 
students

• 3 schools / 12 students 
attend

• 2 individual Finalists to ISEF

2007 Cycle – TRSEF with 
GSSSF 

• SUNY ESF withdraws due to 
staffing/budget constraints 

• Private funding secured; 
partnership continues with 
GSSSF

• TRSEF becomes 501(c)3 
nonprofit association

• 7 schools / 15 students 
attend

• 2 individual Finalists to ISEF

2008 Cycle – Major 
hurdles overcome 

• Funding secured for 2008 
but withdrawn; corporate 
offices will not permit 
precollegiate partnerships ; 
TRSEF cancelled

• WPBS Watertown hosts 
talk show with TRSEF 

• Northern NY Community 
Foundation* offers 3-yr 
development grant 

2009 Cycle – TRSEF

• TRSEF receives 6 grants 
and sponsorships

• Family Science Adventure 
workshop developed; 
presented 6 times 

• First professional 
development workshop / 
Syracuse City Schools

• 6 schools / 46 students

• 2 individual Finalists to ISEF

2010 Cycle – First fully-
funded independent yr.

• Dr. Ying offers $7500 
challenge grant and adds 
Ying Scholar Finals

• OCC* becomes site host

• UB* sends our 1st Rube 
Goldberg Machine team

• NNY grant funds pilot of 
first mentor partnership

• 18 schools / 93 students; 2 
individual + 2 team Finalists

2011 Cycle – Our door to 
the future! 

• Dr. Ying doubles challenge 
grant – now $15,000

• OCC and Dr. Ying make 
long-term commitment

• NNY grant funds local fair, 
professional development

• Ying TRSEF to expand 
private donor support

• Dr. Franklin Chang-Dìaz  to 
keynote first e-conference

Where we can go …

• Expanded private and 
corporate sponsorships

• More grants for outreach 
and research

• Mathematics and science 
art youth opportunities 

• Network of local middle 
and high school feeder fairs 
and elementary school 
events

Dr. Nelson Ying Tri Region Science and Engineering Fair (Ying TRSEF) Timeline

* GSSSF – Greater Syracuse Scholastic Science Fair * SUNY ESF – SUNY College of Environmental Science & Forestry * ISEF – Intel International Science and Engineering Fair
* NNY – Northern New York Community Foundation * OCC – Onondaga Community College * UB – SUNY University at Buffalo


